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b©«o killed at the instigation ©f Sal©, ©ho f«&r*d that h« ,,
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Eo«uy CraaBMe, © aotorlrajlwid Wet
1&© ftgage hlijudr tnaffle, end ah© ©as reputed to keep cnHdi
©ooda surrounding hip land lighted up ty aosas of a privately
©ea«d pow pleat, vher* ho vorfc^ a gang of ©rLntnnls *bo h(4
flod ffo© all ever

U$n**» Craaaier died Iftfttt imtoaoKU.*
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*rior to th* Onego Ir«4i«a trib« hMo^ihs istnenpaly-

uoalth/ overnight through dieco©«xgr of pil oa tb© ros^Ttatlea,
flllisa K* gal©, know* a© *8111* Sal© attd aooatlaw* dubf^od

of tb© Oiag©*, drifted into thin territory frost Texas, ©ft
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«n«dueutod and cor or loan ur.oouth eO*r puncher end ©attl* ftltf,
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of a do*lae«.ring poreottali^r* 8© finrJQj scesoeded

ift ©ontrolling 45*000 cores of #©loot Osego graslng Lind V aoaaa
Of Xeaeaa, -and Required 5*000 sorts outrl^it, la addition to con-

trol!lng a bank tt Fairfax* Ollahotun, «c4 owning n p^rt is • staff- „
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iJSJBSJL'iff, a *$$usw tu1! younger brother of

Erneet thtrithcurt, too twrood Slat**# evidence la the Mptojh
courts*

UEV5T SSUTI, "Sru.4« fea*, forsmr husband of Cecilia.

Bigheari, fell-blood Osage rosea, fcho ss : * hired- V J*i* Sale

to enrdcr *a Indian, hat toeJto*|

mt& Q, 4tokno*ai* Xdaiie *iln»
I-oAUa belareea, 70 and So year# of age, tooeaseljr wealthy 3* fa**

own rl^bt, wotoer of ISM SKM9, SOLLIE BOTS&UIT, wifi of .• ..ft ft, ^ft.:

sncsar vmm&t, c»d am sara, «if« of t. v«*£t-c asm*
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This ladiaa vomn and tor three d^i^tor* «er* *11 Ixseneelgr
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X.:ft*lfi
wealth/, each being the ovatt of Osage. heed rights, end receiWft^ftftftf;
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' The thtowmi1! Wary, in toe iiweifcJ^nUg* of., top'?-
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'warder o&eetJ, tolto Htoettoc^f Kotod to to *e£»toati*I2ir "•

true, w.ii that 1?, £» Sale <5oai&at44 hi* aopfcew, Ernest ttanfesuft,

the huftoiaci of Collie Burkhsrt, end pl&aned to d© iw ftto

Llssle C ead her r«**&lnia.g two daughter*, end finally Iterkh&jrt**

oim rife, so th>t Burkhart eocXot fell heir to the head righto

of ell f©or, Surihurt toLog under the doattoeiioo of Jale# too
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that locality, ^t^e terror-itrleteo aod lo fear of &*tr Uto« ; V..T
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thdins, «ad after the doctor*# departure the e&nbere ef the
gang *suld Inject oft eisamoa# wsouat of eorpMa# «ad«r 6mi
ampi t of the drunVea ladIsa, *hich *««U result la his
death. Tha doctor’ a certificate would subsequently -
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•death irsm alcoholic poisoning*. ,, .... «•_• .<$,

- v *- lares^i^aT^nj was# nanera, butx *w»»ce, c
* t
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In the Oklaheec State P.altcotlary at Sole3ter, 6fc3.sfco*a*

tad* several ecaifeseiea* to the surdern, la *hieh he claimed
'.

;
to have bees «tployed \y 3*1# to aordfcr 1* E* Smith sad hi#

.• faaU,y« Painstaking lms^«^w tgr Bureau agent# fsrelopad
that Hals had concocted ito«y Massif* V #hi#h. I*a»fd#

:?f'

& ©fare * perfect alibi f<
' &t the a&ae Um« itw
ef fcaveont# ©cofacslosj. before' iaWsidgatto# lobbing
the devdbpttat of the true facts, ooold b* eoaaeneed*
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la r.dditt» to this effort oa Bale* a part to nielead
the L.ve&ttgatora, he bad hit upon the further pi -so of throve

Inf eusploloa upon one Boy Bunch, «ho b*v; boon iatisately
aeWoletod with Koaa1 # wife fora year,cap fc*s prior to Sota*#
.naidor ea$ .o^<#-- , sjfeaapfc#^,- IW^#-
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.;.CirciW4|ad««h

Mto&fcl'V did point thi* flash* of ttt*^lcic» at Bhnchcndit «** ft*€e##W7
«.wjr stHum «!«•»* w j«¥ t* t4tu<w *anoobot before tbey JKPOVcd
ftaostg- and Sale guilty of the wunier# TUI* vris aiwtiiplUftisi t;V ,
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Chrw^. the confersIona ofBmtst Borthart a»d John S&aeey#
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Asan Brt-'ca, dsnghtcr of blssle Q, can murdered oa the
night of %gr 22, 1921* stoat three alien fVea th* town of
fhlrfax, Ohlrhooa, on the pe^turel^id* of Ellllaja K. Selo* rad

her body throm Into the bottoa of a asntll rndne* Xureetlf -

tl«x V bureau *f«uts revealed thvt oa the night of her aurdar

tb* h<d been piled rlth liquor by Seise/ Uorrisoa and Bzyaii

^bsjt^rt, aho,
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tettdMd feat of A or# the Burimd bod/ of Asa* Brow «*• . *t *?.-•;
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l%t« found, sad tolle B*y« Burkhart h«ld the drunken tosm$ .,. . v

Morrison ;hot her through the book of the heed# with the ®ute-
astia jpidtol Aub1A«4 Ua lr Sal* for tt» pfeponee >;'X
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... Sjw» the 4leo<y»«qr ef;*^ Brow*
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,day» Ifetor, jfole ordered an owtojafly potfomed la <ha 1w<gt .of fci#,

:,lw»|'. At dd«h he are to it that .jlntu Br^mi** bt^r Has' ehopjxad

up into mrU j^lecee, In m effort to gawwaat the diocreosy of ...l

toe f«ft thni at* bed beea is:rd*reA» *11 of the*e footi 'tnstv , ;

developed fraw the v-*t»*ttaalcg #f foldaf lion*l«onf
tearfelfied to then tt toe trial of ^iUXiase, Xa.lale.-fer "*ar^»^

:

? ‘^tlettar^ toe atsted froa. ttolidltaedi 'rttod’toiit ho;»re
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r
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•
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Beaiy Bosn vee o pleturesque fhll-hlooJ d»tf» Indian, ;•;. -'.-»

six feet tell red e fiae-looHng <?s4laes. So vore hi» heir 1* “
\ ; i:

:|^l
plaits com his hac&« Been tae an Inveterate druah'ird, toe etoyeft
«*ajr Arc* his boo® for tft n^tlsMK^ft^sit *..>• $*» j^riar -jto-to^-

r M
ftttdto of

1
' asaty flii&a, fflllla* K*

1

Sale Had tcJtea out *

(
;t.: , :|^v

ftttdto of Sanry llo&e, Wtlliiw Sale had telen out s
life Sogwraace policy on Beea* '^ton Batoey *«!« friwids aito':

kkr'v
iflfab'gA.. ,,. . i Bean ty «e«n*..of- Rosa’s feadatee fbr ^hidfcay arid took Rosa out eit^' ..

Ji'a^^';l),
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vfeeetol ocoeeione^ eeteaeildjf to femiah hi* llQuer* 'bnf
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: reality te sorddr hisu Open «*to oeesslc*, h&terver, Saacv lost^ ficsU/ p^r^ded Roan to drive to toe tottoo ef

U:m^ > • e&uyoa out ef sight of the nearby road, where he toot Roan -
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• e&nyoa out of sight of the nearby road, where he toot Roan - ^
through toe bach of the hoed with a 45-*e*liter pistol which he ha4f'^

obtained froa the araonal of 3ewy Qrawer* ^ f
jf % •

-
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This jairder occurred .on Jojmry 26, 1923# uwd investl-
Ration hr Bureau egentc developed that Gillian R, Hale hired k>..

Ra&aey to ooawlt this imrdsr# buying Baas«y » §510.00 ford ear urio**

to the attirdar as a part ?*ys«ftt for the deed ar.d paying hi* fl#000
ftn oath After the warder had been ooneitted. It was developed Ihtt;

fceary Grs*oer had furnished Job® JLs&ssy to Sele as the Hilar* . .
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U» oa the atreete of Fatrfea* Okiahoa*, V liLllea K, ShU^/T.. ..^ s

a# the Indiaa whoa gala Wttad HXIad^ bit wa a eelf- ':

appointed paiWawaw «tSMare funeral, aad Saaeay, th* ;•• 777^7]
wtad ^ardarer, t^ca flawing the tody of 2tosn, pretended .ha

k*. deeply* af!factwi*
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In^lviaaals #Tov«d;.t^vjMiv^ tee* *urd«red *t th* l»#rtl2atl«i
VltUsa K, gala nho aae Ttillef ho restrict*)d Indlaa l^ad^ j*-

thereby flying tit United States jnriidictloa orar tha*«r£»e*
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0 eardered body *5* fouad u*.*on the restricted ho&eete&d
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Wilis* 5*1? had. killed flawy Sosa add Jba* Brspb* aad .£*£
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i&r*Z&.yv& through id**«tt(j«tlsh \y
this* Xillt«i K« Bfle ,b&4 itM Joha SNBMgr.nil in ’•Acs*

'

is wufdar WiXllaa I. Ssith sad hi* sifs aad had
eehssqneatly paid RuatMQr spproxisntely #1&00,03 fmr pttfesnilttg
the Murder. these flets vers pwrao ly se«a* fif » aosfsadun
obtained fyoa Bsascy Massif, e.3 sell ra the eonfaeeirti •

of Szaest Burkhart, she pointed nt Sa&thVs houss to Bassegr

jttw ly
ausa Kesxy ar4*«sr# 1ft

. AiU ;

• **•
l=na»

stare.

ief t© ?6rt Mortis, Texas, to s cattlaasafs cottffcrenoo, .And «wt *•:

ftltiaa E.Seitfe. .-ini his rife should b? aurdacred th&t night*

It 4**aIbpo4 farther tb*t WiXtiMm K. JWts h*d ettaaytsd to

tha ootoriooB ©atlas, XL Speacsr, to caaodt this aewdfar, M
JrjMswer refused, sitting that fhile ha had ao e-'B^oiiotlewi *1^’?.

robbing a train ar hlb«la^;%pte^^^

'

to Mrs *g&Mikis* tawwpfedgi^ Crrefiy-tearit his. f^-dhrr, JoSa
Cre^g, to Kur&ftr fttllie* Saith &»5 hlt» feaUy, ell of. she*

:

r^^JC<
&%#

ruSSiffiuet-.

FillifcC K. Hale hfttaae *fr^id that *Ass* elnby, ^ho yartt-

nV-.-

clpated la the fiardt.r of the Saith fesiljr &s Sfct • et sbots
rs'^i ••#•.

aho &atuul2jr 'pl&osd the fiTs^alloe tea of ptdwr •'•

3i^v 'J?'^

y^/gxL&K .hep** 5*.J st:t ' A'JW'idi Hela*

'v :

.Vi^:j^

ti^h tlvsaf msdsrt, esl SvceoritH^ly peTSaedsd t^v^f
th*‘--rohb«ry'' df & £roo*xy Start htsr ' th* Ksa^5-^acl^aa»' stsis |ifel.
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3**40- Selpii, * ostarlal OdvtmMt vttcess, testified

v
;

. , *e the that ha vis hired ty Illliao I* Bala to surder
Kelsey Harrison** *ife* So #** released fran tho Syracuse*
Kaaf-^s, fni2 to testify, and ahlle feeing bald at Guthrie*

' Okliiioaa, irlth othar Material all&e&se* 'tho had boon ..
&'-,..

^^^^-r
^(iytljr stood*;'- So ty'hn^li^K out 4t

':*
:

*
' tho Mwpd hors, sod *ee jMihaeqaeatly Ideatod hy Bureau agente
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al^ci only ia his unriert&ethlng, attempting to hide la> fearrsl

. . .
‘ at a pressing ahop at PaSytftui, Oklahoma, i&ers ho was having
. hi* suit preaeed* So £*v* acfeisreasaa for tho jail break
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‘ ®* tether f&gh '

-iwSiod:#it ^e^troik^ *

taking tith hia the ' etote <*$$££•
e»ic*aofelle* in «-h£ch he aside his escape* i?e rss recaptured ^ '

^rcut} Agcata &t a ^j'baoQaaat is.to »ad rotamod to testify at
the trial of £*&•• Dav^sy Belyis next attend* to uscspo, aitor
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^ •.,,, jcaoplct* * sentence, there,faulted fatally for hla* .j't
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Fraost Burkhart, turned atata* a evidence ?n state court .end «** ,,/'*

newer convicted*

&*:-> f ;

'•;

:
* -r »,

V:*/- t<-u »yf» ^ »lv

m

) 2 jfrfeTi^
-



v
>,

3

m'i*> '-75,

’«
8Su:

:
• s ,.. . .

•• f.~ i-,wi

.> 15 - •

-;^ >.; r^^.-
.
’

-i • ..
. i, vr - ••, ?. ...

* .’’jOf- /•fcJfc <r •
s_ j

:

W‘

’vyAjifJ

» ,v
*>3

^ *

3* *

:;w. :4 :

3K‘J-
;£

S'W

fc-Se

$fy-‘ V sste wai impost tk# unit
"
v

trial •

-l

of Bsl® cad liiiasflor liu ?«3«r*L PUtriot Court ruled thatlt
J|f»-|

h4 « jurlso'ietioa ytms only to to roowreed tjr':‘

/
:
S

•Jv
i’

.

r* V
**

<jcuips\r%ttT<ly short purlsd of tofeatjr--fir* dUjs* Fro* tbi

Mcoadl trial of a*l« and Itaasv la the Footers! Coart ct
Oathrle a bme j tasr reaulMU *EHres«i .«** rotrled *t 09&

<p*3

4I-.T * V

.-^. 4r
'.iv-3r; ^5 .

-;'V

** *\

. «

,vj
iiJ 1

' aas/

a*:

tVf »T->I

0*4
!

L
/ir t r .

*&
:V*-*«*..*

kctf.

* >* &*

kf:: mi

Hf!>d

-f

f-fem V

5&1

aZSZ

•5 3 */

r. *

•$jA*
*&*

«.f* -r «*2

J\fV^ rttf^i rfk







,:^*/T. "i .'%%H
•

<rf ..gm . '.,, '.v'.^
r

' ,,f

. , *.22*; •-.<•(• a » •

> .'.• v-' ..^;? .-
.. v^A- V'^

Special Agent is Charge, '

United Stats* Bureau of Invent i nation,

1216 S-altk-Toung Tower Build lag,
San Antonio, Texas.
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Dear 3ir

Tour attention is invited to the broadcast of

the "Os&ge Indian Beserration Warder Cases* over
the National Broadcasting; 4^ites.«atI^;'i^^«lQr

.. /*«**

Strike Bout" at. 10:00

that you notify special Agents Charles 8. Bavin, : J .4 -

2. E. Parker, and Z. A. Street if this broadcast

in view of the fact that they participated aotlvely .

'

in the investigation of the 'case. .* -
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sPeci*JL *«•»* in ci»ra** ,
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’ •' Halted States Bureau of lavasti satloa,
905 ?ederal Reserve Bank 3uildingt

.< . Kansas City* Missouri*.
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Dear Sir: vv; , .V
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Tour attention is laritad to the broadcast
> ;

of the "Osage Indian Reservation Harder Cases"
over the Rational Broadcasting System during

-R
> "lucky Strike Boor" at X0:00 .?»*•, patent *

S'.jlS
Standard Time , Tuesday. Xorercber 15

V yVSf
> . / r; V- , . <•-* »-' •* \

Barger of this broadcast in vies of the fact
that he participated actively in the investiga-
tion of the case*
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Beceipt is respectfully acknowledged of your lettso^'lp^^
dated November 10th, 1932, regarding broadcasting of the *Bsage
Indian Reservation Murder Casas"^ wherein you requested that Special’I-a^l
J^tattt J. T. Murphy be notified regarding the broadcast. -

• V. }

10&J, v

- Pl&ase be advised that Agent Hirphy wae enroute frc®t - ^
the San Antonio, Texas, district to Chicago, Illinois, and expected

'* "
-Ti

to arrive in Chicago November 15th, 1932, about noon. However, he"} |
<x:

;

encountered automobile trouble and a snow storm, at Odell, Illinois, ,
which delayed his return to headquarters and for vhich reason he was,
vinable to hear the broadcasting program*

,

'
i. h

'

l
-

1

Agents George J * Starr, _B. 5. Sackett andjthe writer i'-:^
attended the radio program at the Bankers* Building here -and noted J

. ^ j?
'

*i

with interest- the facts as disclosed. Reports from numerous other
employees attached to this office likewise indicate that the program '

;
^^4

was especially interesting and well received.

tr-'.

Very truly yours.

D0S/RM7

Jj),
D. 0. SMITH,

Acting Special Agent in Charge.
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' P. 0. Box 1535 v*
;,-

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 5'

November 15, 193£*

-

Director,

If4r^
States Bureau of Invest! gatlou,

LShington, D. C.
. * •• ^

^7#' -i.

'i ’ JV: V- A-v :
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Dear Sir:.

'•c*w >;« . «*.;
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Be: Osage Murder Broadcast,

••• - - • > •- ^37,- . * :
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. There is inclosed clipping taken from The^Dpllji

> ;i
Oklahoman, Oklahoma City, November 15, 1932, relative to the

.?-*&? Bureau* s broadcast of the Osage murder case, 1 --
‘if-' «. - . * '
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It will be observed that the United States Bureau
of Investigation is not mentioned therein, although I specific el- m :

r
i .

•* :t

- fcN t;; <" ,. . “ate,'*

Ja#v ^ *-v

ly informed the editor that my title. was that of Special Agent »il|
in Charge, United States Bureau of Investigation. I do not
to Jump him about this at this time as I am only just beginning
to get something into the local papers,
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' ' With regard to-^the last sWbtence in the arflele.^l:^^?'^ *&!$:

did not tell the newspaper man that operatives in Oklahoma had ^ it

f

been notified to listen in. In answer to his query as to. how I
received the information, I merely advised him that I had received
a letter from/the Bureau advising that „the story would be broadcasts'll
on this date, t-:
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Very truly yours,

R. H. Colvin,*
~~ "

Special Agent in Chargs,
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F. 0. Box 1635,
"'

Oklahoma City, Okla.,;

Hov. 16, 1832. :

'

A .

P
?s^fc

4 3 :'. 4i- i .

14

15'
v£*'

“
•>

. ^a « ••*•. •;? >

Director,
United States Bureau of Investigation,

Washington, p. C. V:- .. •
.
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Because of my personal interest in the Bures® and of •.
v4;i"'

my connection with the Osage Murder case, I am addressing jon ^M^
concerning what I term a great injustice done the Bureau ia •

tbs feeble efforts made to dramatize thi a important case by

'rMio on last evening's program* Ikifl case is vivid in the mind# I

•Of many people, especially in this section, and I have heard-

peatad adverse comment, in each instance the opinion being that

•'the' version of this case as dramatized places the Bureau lh rather!^* •.

a ridiculous light. ! Jj

'&Sr *

If you will pardon my suggestion, if not already con-

'

templated, it is believed that this case if presented by a good V
reader over the radio would no doubt please the listeners* It

appears tome that the drematizationjaa probably baaed, principal-^

Xj on unfounded spooky rambles of Mrs. JohiMCinney, the wife of *
full blood Osage who, you will no doubt' recdll, annoyed all branche^^

• of the Government in the invest igetioa of the Osage case with haa*-4

wild and groundless theories, and not on' the true facts as set,

and presented by the Bureau. ••••>
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Very truly youra.
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1/ s. smith.
Special' Agent.
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Sorember ZX» 1932*

<-. v, s. smith.
’JnifeS Staieo
Poet Office Box 1535»
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

1

Dear £tr*

Reference la sadt to your letter of Uovessher l£>» 1932,
relative to the recent broadcast or the^sage Border cam.

The Bureau appreciates the spirit La which this letter
*sa written and regrets very keenly that it# presentation has met
with adverse criticism throughout the Osage country. You will no

Ka Mt iNawf emXwvvn-fV *sw CUi^i apcu
¥

+ la
\y*j a A K « •ViW* V 4 n aI VineV u*4VS 4 i Arts A^

V4VUO MA A* a a \ ,
» v» f «kwwwau ma^

s broadcast received aoat favorable coarsent and was considered
to be the sost effective of any of the esses presentee to date.

Xou will remember no doubt that an exact copy of the
story prepared by the Bureau and approved by you was forwarded, to
the National Broadcasting Company. They find it nemesttury in the
presentable* of practically every sees to take certain dresatie
licenses end liberties which naturally must grate harshly upon the
. a&e a0 SWae* avkjk Vmaa. Ua Am.* a 4 4 e 4 ta Aew4 I a.i 1 a* — — eaaeu r vs* auw asiv a sit* ua me amw^m 4U vuv |^A4 VAVUMai w«sv«

f

The Bureau agrees with your suggestion that the presentation
of this case could be more adequately provided for ty e narrative or
monologue presentation over the radio a ad would be very pleased to
have com# radio station in the vicinity of Oklahoma City broadcast
this particular eaae in narrative form* using a copy of the story
of the case which has already bean forwarded to you me the basis
for such presentation.

The Bureau regrets that the Betional Broadcasting Coape
presentation of the Osage ease did not measure up to your expects
or to that of the listeners familiar with all the facts In the c*£
and expresses tr.e hope that rui table arrangement * can be -aade by t:

Oklahoma City office for its subsequent presentation in narrative
ion* as mentioned above.

?ery truly yours.

ec •• SAC, Gklar.oaa City.


